worths. 622 pages. 8!" X 5!", £6.50. This text book now appearing in the 4th edition has been developed for the use of postgraduate students proceeding to senior degrees, and as a reference book for practising anaesthetists. Subject matter includes not only material relating to drugs which the anaesthetist may employ, but also information concerning drugs which may have been prescribed for the patient by surgeons or physicians also in attendance.
The book consists of two prefaces followed by 22 chapters. The first chapter on the general principles of pharmacology is well balanced, and gives a good account of the subject. The subsequent chapters deal both with the drugs which the anaesthetist may administer or order himself such as anaesthetic agents, and premedicant drugs, and with other medications which may be administered concurrently including antibiotics, and hormones. The text is well printed on good quality paper in an easily read print. Organic chemistry material is judicially introduced wherever necessary in order to give a balanced account of the subject. I t must be recognized by readers of this book that it is not intended to be a complete book of pharmacology. For example it does not deal with subjects such as anti-malarial drugs. Nor are there references to toxicology or antidotes to poisons. This information must be sought elsewhere. The sections on water, electrolytes, infusions, blood, acidosis, and alkalosis, and the problems of additives to intravenously administered fluids concern subjects not usually included in text-books of pharmacology, but are a useful feature of this book.
One problem with books of this nature is the decision as to what to include, and what to omit, and the amount of space to be devoted to each subject. One example of this difficulty relates to Naloxone which is described in 2t lines.
It is the view of the reviewer that a text-book intended for post-graduate students should be correct down to the smallest, least important detail appearing in it. The overall concept of this book is excellent, and the subject matter is well handled. Nevertheless many of the details are capable of discussion, so that the reader must be cautious, and critical. For example on page 204 the dose of pethidine is given as 4·5 mg(Kg of body weight. On page 287 the dose of pancuronium is given as 0 '15 mg(Kg which is enormous. On page 63 it is stated that thiopentone given rectally takes 15 minutes to act. Experience suggests that thiopentone given rectally produces sleep in an average of six minutes, and that if sleep has not supervened in 10 minutes it usually does not occur at all. On page 196 the dose of morphine is given as 10-15 mg. Modern anaesthetists usually think in terms of mg(Kg of body weight especially in regard to children. On page 591 advice is given that " blood should be used to replace all losses at operation in excess of one litre. Even for a big man this represents a substantial proportion of the blood volume, but for a small adult it would be dangerous not to give blood well before this.
In conclusion it may be said that" Drugs in Anaesthetic Practice" is a valuable book which occupies a specific place in anaesthetic literature. Although the Symposium. was held three years ago, its proceedings are an extremely valuable source of information on the subject of parenteral nutrition. Participants in the Symposium included nutrition scientists, Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. Ill, No. 4, November, 1975 
